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Objectives:
. To Study the challenges before HE in India.

2. To study the challenges during Covid -19 in Higher education.

Present Scrtnario of Higher Education in India: It has a large higher education sector — the third lareest

m the world in student numbers. There are 1043 Universities, 42343 Colleges and 11779 Stand Aﬁ}ne

‘I?'.»';.':'_:tiz.-,"._s I:_s:r.-d on AISHE “ebporlfiland out of them 1019 Universities 399:55 Collee d 9599 d-
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hi!ﬂ“f education has dey cloped rigid boundaries of disciplines and fields, along with a narrow view of what
constitutes National Education Policy 2019 education As already mentioned, its most harmful expression
15 1n the cnormous number of mono-field institutions that have been developed, most notably in the
professional and vocational ficlds For example, there are thousands of standalone teacher education
Institutions, and most engineering and medical colleges are also standalone institutions. Even i institutions
tlhat offer programmes across more than one discipline, there are silos that separate disciplines within these
Imstitutions, ¢.¢. students in engineenng are generallv not encouraced or even allowed to take courses omside
of thewr single programmes (¢ g in the arts, humanitics, social sciences, or even in the pure sciences), thereby
producing thousands of students with identical educations rather than true individuals and humans exercising

their ewn creativity. and developing their own talents and interests. Such rigid boundaries and silos violate
the basic requirement of good hicher education.

X Lack of access, especially in socio-cconomic

¢ ally disadvantaged areas: Access in higher education has
significanthy

improved in the past few decades, but is still not sufficient to reach all our young citizens;
€quiny 1 and quality of education still remain a big challenge. While the GER of higher education has risen
over the last several years. 10 around 27.1%. and notable progress has been made, this Policy aims for GER
1o reach 50% by 2035, in order 1o fulfil the aspirations of our §ou|_h and to form the basis for a vibrant society
and cconomy . This implies more than doubling enrolment, from the present base of 35 million students, and

I fime HH i i i
including increased opportunities and access for students from socio-economically disadvantaged
back crounds and areas.

4. Lack of teacher and institutional autonomy;

The lack of teacher autonomy has led to a severe lack of facu Ity motivation and scope for innovation.

In order for faculty members and institutional leaders to innovate and explore in their teaching, research,
and senvice, they must have the individual autonomy that allews them to da so_ In particular, the system of
affilizted colleges which are required to follow a central syllabus, curriculum, pedagogy, and textbook makes
i ven difficult to provide teachers with such autonomy. In the same manner, most institutions and
institutional leaders are unable to take bold and innovative steps to enhance their educational offerings or
rescarch related and community outreach programmes, because they oo do not have the academi,
administrative, or financial autonomy to do so. A final challenge in recent years is that the very word
‘autonomy " has come to mean ‘reduction of public funding.

5. Inadequate mechanisms for career management and progression of faculty and institutional
leaders: A funther reason for lack of novel initiatives from faculty and institutional leaders, besides the lack
of autonomy. is the lack of a suitable structure for career management of faculty and of institutional leaders.
The system of selection, lenure, promotion, salary increases and other recognition and vertical maohility of
faculty and insututional leaders is. at the current time, not based on merit but tends to be cither seniority
based or arbitrary. This has had the negative effect of severely disincentivising quality and innovation at all
levels.

6. The lack of rescarch at most universities and colleges, and the lack of transparent and competitive
peer reviewed research funding across disciplines:

The separation in higher education between teaching institutions and research institutions post-independence
has caused much harm, as most universities and colleges in the country today conduct very little research.
This is problematic on two fronts. First. so many members of the Academic community of the country not
conducting scholarly rescarch is an enormous lost opportunity for research and innovation in the country,
Secondly, on the education side. it is difficult to have outstanding higher education and teaching in an
ens ronment where knowledze creation is not taking place: indeed, how can students be taught to innovale
in 2 location where innovation is not on the agenda. In addition, very little funding is available for novel
rescurch ideas and proposals at most HEIs, especially for research in important multidisciplinary and cross-
disciplinary areas (e.g. relating to clean water, rc{mwublc energy, f:'ducr:llm.n and pedagogy, health, etc.).

7. Suboptimal governance and leadership ol higher rqucaimn mst_ltulmns:

Governance and leadership of HEIs are, at the current time, deeply mﬂ:.u:nccd and contro) hfd by external
bodies and individuals, Often these external influences have VFSIEd political and’or commercial interests in
the HEIs. Public institutions are ofien operated as extensions of Eﬂ‘-'t‘m_“'"-'"t'd'_-'Pﬂf'"“;‘Hlﬁ- There is
significant external interference in the selection and fun.c'llmmng of leaders of puhhc-mammu?n.-;; this is al
too often starkly visible in undeserving and inappropriate people as leaders of 11EIs, appointed through

Vol 117, Issue: (1V) October = December 2021 542
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Covid -19 Pandemic:
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1. Teachers” preparcdness 10 Lo
| i ¢ a lifeline for n |
During the pandemic. remote leaming becam ing a crisis. Digital technology offers entirely ne,

rechnologics offer go well beyond a s-;nﬁrgap erJIut m[::iull'::am Cr ere and when oy lcarn chhnmm?
e : g ‘ . c
answen 10 the question of what people leart. ov _ _
can enabiet 'fm and Rtud-‘ntsﬁzoacccss specialized materials well beyond n=‘:;~clI:u:n::-I_csr in mululplc formats
oo i ways that can bridge i hers, intelligent digital lcaming system;

and i 3t can bridge U Working alongside teac !
and in ways that can bridge ume and space i e iy i F G ks

) i , i ly observe
don't just teach swudents science, but can simultaneously ; ) :
e th d the kind of problems that they find boring or difficult. The systems can then

rm At Tt 2 .
3::“:;.!1:32:;32:":: to suit students” personal learning 5t_yIr.-s with g:r:al granularity and precision,
Similariv, virtual laborateries can give students the opportunity to design, conduct and learn from
n;‘e':':m::r.b. rather than just leaming about them,

Moreover, technology does not just change me
role of teachers from imparting received knowledge towar
coaches. as mentors and as evaluators.

2. Insufficient hnowledge of ICT:
Sudden panic arise today. when everyone involved in higher education has access to internet, smart phones,
and computers? Anitude of existing educators are partially to blame along with the governing system, which
didn't provide 2 digital infrastructure for teaching and e-leaming. Resilience and adaption must be
incomorated imto our educational systems to make it happen. The Crossover should be fast and smooth for
better future of the students. Concept of online education is not clear to everyone too. Teachers across the
country need 1o be thoroughly re-trained and oriented for online mode of education. In the post COVID-19
erz. offline or raditionzl education models will not disappear, all of a sudden of course. According to the
content and the content. both the institutions and teachers both need to blend the two skilfully. i
3. Critical parameter for the reopening of Colleges:
C i,n'n;-T f:_a Fxf-ﬁii:.czgrsﬁif.w;ﬂiibf :f'ne o effective measures to prevent the spread of the
Tk i, g r;;;ﬂls |;emf:an5 reducing contact between groups of children 21d
distance depends on the level of containment o}}:;m-'smdem? and teachers. In some countries, the sy
reduce or halve the size of the classes in u;dr:r lo rr?a:;:?nari:“ﬂed.'Gmd'ﬂncc iy many couptries fasbec li
a minimum safety distance between Students and Teachers xi'rl‘l;:{tlimmd e il S s
size, room availabilitn, and the number of students per class ;!: Epv:'nd ol many factors su:?h s dmmﬂ
e2sier to comply with new restrictions on social distancine | ountries with smaller class sizes may fin¢
the number of students safelv. ng provided they have the space to accommodate
From March 2020 up to till the

Challenges before higher Ed

thods of teaching and learning, it can also elevate the
ds working as co-creators of knowledge, as

date ¢
pening ‘:I':Tralfand state government has been changes their parame!t
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2¢ of Enrollment in Rural area:
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2ce the
g e3- Because due fﬂp:zl:itm‘ enrollment of students for the different courses like BA.
2!l over state znd naliﬁn : MIC situation online mode teaching is running at the differen!
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reasons stident drop out ratio is increases due to marriages of girls of rural area Jtis challenge of student
enrollment especially in rural area of India,

5. Challenge of Digital infrastructure:

Table No: 1 - Percentage of Institutions Having Digital Infrastructure

Digital Infrastructure Universitics Colleges | Stand Alone Institutions
Computer Centers 81 ] 92
Connectivity NKN 55 23 23
Connectivity NMEICT 40 22 23

Data Source: - All India Survey of Higher Education, GOl

Above table shows the present status of digital infrastructure in higher education sector .In higher education
number of universities, colle 2es and standalone institutions having facility of computer centers with the poor
connectivity of imemet.

6. Challenge of assessment: In India due to the outbreak of pandemic the external assessments including
board exams such as Secondary Education Examinations have been postponed and all the internal
assessments have been cancelled. This has made a negative impact on students learning. However, since
academic results of vear-end tests are used to access the university progress and the allocation of training
opportunities of an individual student. the tests must be equal since carried out in a modified way. Authorities

should ensure fair conduct and assessment. The decisions and timeliness of the ministry and regulatory
bodies should be awaited.

Conclusion of Study:

In India access in higher education has significantly improved in the past few decades, but is still not
sufficient to reach all our young citizens; equity in and quality of education still remain a big challenge. In
India due to the outbreak of pandemic the challenges are increases like challenge of digital infrastructure,
enrollment of students in rural area, reopening of the colleges etc. In higher education number of universities,

colleges and standalone institutions having facility of computer centers with the poor connectivity of
internet.
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